JUL-03-a006 21:07 From:HW 



7887139 



bEST AVAILABLE COPY 

To:USPTO 1 



P. 4'£9 



Application Serial No.; 09/884,478 



Attorney Docket No.: 641 18.000010 



CT.ATM A MRND MF.NTS 

Please enter the following amendments to the claims, which are presented in 
accordance with 37 C.FJL §1.1 2:1, 

L (Currently amended) An electronic patient healthcare system for guiding a 
patieni along a treatment pathway, related to a medical event, by educating and preparing the 
patient for the medical event and post-event recovery, comprising: 

a healthcare information provider system including a storage device and electronically 
displayable Hies containing health information associated with the medical event and 
retrievably stored on said storage device, the storage device further including a registered 
patient database for storing information regarding patients being guided by the electronic 
patient healthcare system and a registered practitioner database for storing information 
regarding practitioners treating the patients being guided by the electronic patient healthcare 
system; and 

a patient terminal device in electronic communication with said healthcare 
information provider system and including an input device and a display device adapted to 
display said electronically displayable files; 

whe*eia-said electronically displayable files include at. least one pre-event set of 
electronically displayable files containing health information for preparing and educating the 
patient for the medical event, «nd at least one post-event, set of electronically displayable 
files containing health information for preparing and educating the patient for post-event 
recovery so as to guide the patient along the treatment pathway, at least one of the prc-oveni 
and post-event sets of files including a task file that instructs the patient to perform a 
predetermined task, the predetermined task including at least two of scheduling an 
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appointment with a medical professional, purchasing a medical product, taking a medical 
quiz, and evaluating at least one of a medical practitioner and a medical service facililv i_anjJ. 

lioibjfJ3-th^^ djspjavahie fil es .containi ng 

health information for preparing and educating the patient t or the medica l event and f?) the 




ftt least one post-event set of electronical) v disulavablcJilfiS-are predetermined s M r ? fr \h*t the. 
files are stored in_ the heal Lhc are in form at ion provider system in anticipation of event and 
nrior to the event, and such that the files ar,e relate d_S0 as , to_ p rovid e the ti;c a\n^ t pathway . 



displayable files include a single electronically displayablc file including a treatment 
pathway timeline display comprising a plurality of timc-sequenced phase images 
corresponding to time-sequenced phases of health information thereby illustrating the 
treatment pathway. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein each of said plurality of timc- 
sequeneed phase images include at least one electronic link to one of the pre-event set of 
files and the post-event set of files* and the patient can access the health information of a 
particular timc-scqucnccd phase by interacting with the corresponding time-sequenced phase 
image* 

4. (Original) The system of claim i, wherein the task file includes a patient 
confirmation subfile that requires the patient to interactively confirm completion of the 
predetermined task using the input device of the patient terminal device and communicate the 
confirmation with the healthcare information provider system. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the pre-event and 
post-event sets of files includes a calendar file that displays a schedule of time Specific 




(Previously presented) The system of claim 1, wherein said electronically 
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events associated with the treatment pathway, said calendar file adapted to be modified by 
the patient using the input device of the patient terminal device. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1, further including an electronically 
displayable duplicate account file containing input fields for receiving account information 
relating to an authorized user to create a duplicate account for permitting the authorized user 
to access and modify the patient's treatment pathway. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein each of a patient's time-sequenced 
phase images is adapted to be modified by a medical practitioner treating the patient being 
guided by the electronic patient healthcare system. 

8. (Currently amended) A system for displaying health information capable of 
guiding a patient along a treatment pathway, related to a medical event, by educating and 
preparing the patient for the medical event and post-event recovery, comprising: 

a healthcare information provider system including a storage device and electronically 
displayable files containing health information associated with the medical event and 
retrievably stored on said storage device; and 

a patient terminal device including an input device and a display device adapted to 
display said electronically displayable files; 

wherein said electronically displayable files include a single electronically 
displayable file including a treatment pathway timeline display comprising a plurality of 
time-sequenced phase images corresponding to time-sequenced phases of health information, 
each of said timc-scquenced phase images providing access to at least one o f a pre-event set 
of electronically displayable files containing health information for preparing and educating 
the patient for the medical event and a post-event set of electronically displayable files 
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containing health information for preparing and educating the patient for post-event recovery 
so as to guide the patient along the treatment pathway ;, and 

both (H the at. leapt one pre-eyent se.LQJLclcctconi.c ,3jl l ly displayahlfc fi les containing 
hcalthmformation for preparing and educating the pati ent for the me dicaLeye nt and n.\ rln> 
at least one pp^t-event set of electronica^y disolavahle files are predetermined such ihrtl the 
fiies_are_Store.d in the healthcare information provider svstei^ in anticipation^)!' the event and 
Erigrjo.the event, and, such.Ahat.the.fUe5.are related $o as to provide the treaifliftnt pathway. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein each of said plurality of tirne- 
sequenced phase images include at least one electronic link to one of the pre-event set of 
files and the post-event set of files, and the patient can access the health information of a 
particular time-sequenced phase by interacting with the corresponding time-sequenced phase 
image. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein at least one of the pre-event and 
post-event sets of files includes a task file that instructs the patient to perform a 
predetermined task. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein the predetermined task includes at 
least three of reading a medical information file, taking medication, scheduling an 
appointment with a medical professional, purchasing a medical product, taking a medical 
quiz* and evaluating at least one of a medical practitioner and a medical service facility. 

1 2. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein the predetermined task includes at 
least two of scheduling an appointment with a medical professional, purchasing a medical 
product, taking a medical quiz, and evaluating at least one of a medical practitioner and a 
medical service facility. 
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13. (Currently amended) A method for guiding a patient along a treatment 
pathway associated with a medical event; by providing health information to educate and 
prepare the patient for the medical event and post-event recovery, comprising : 

generating* based on the medical event of the patient, at least one pre-event set of 
electronically displayable files containing health information for preparing and educating the 
patient for the medical event, and at least one post-event set of electronically displayable 
files containing health information for preparing and educating the patient for post-event 
recovery; 

displaying a single electronically displayable file including a treatment pathway 
timeline display comprising a plurality of time-sequenced phase images corresponding to 
time-sequenced phases of health information to illustrate the treatment pathway, each of said 
time-sequenced phase images providing access to nt loast one of a pre-evem set of 
electronically displayable files containing health information for preparing and educating the 
patient for the medical event and a post-event set of electronically displayable files 
containing health information for preparing and educating the patient for post-event recovery 
so as to guide the patient along the treatment pathway; and 

permitting the patient, to view the treatment pathway timeline display and access the 
health information of a particular time-sequenced phase by interacting with the 
corresponding time-sequenced phase image^aasl 

both (I) the^ttJcast .pnc..PXO=fivent set of ^e^rropiqally displayable filei_C-Q.utai.aina 
health information for preparing and educating the, patient for the medical event and (2) the 
at li ^t OfVc_P_Of>t-e Y^tj ^et of electroxucaLLy disp layab le file;* are predetermi nejJ.iiu.cMhat,.the 
files are sto r^ jj^fjic healthcare, infor mation provide 
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as to prqvide the treatment pathway. 



14. (Original) The method of claim 13, further including the steps of providing 
the patient with a medical practitioner code designating the medica! practitioner conducting 
the medical event and requiring the patient to input the medical practitioner code into an 
electronically displayable file containing a code input field and transmitting the code lu the 
healthcare information provider system. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 13> wherein at least one of the pre-cvent and 
post-even L sets of files includes a task file that instructs the patient to perform a 
predetermined task. 

1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1.5, wherein the predetermined task includes 
at least three of reading a medical information tile, taking medication, scheduling an 
appointment with a medical professional, purchasing a medical product, taking a medical 
quiz, and evaluating at least one of a medical practitioner and a medical service facility. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein at least one of the pre-cvent and 
post-evciiL sets of files includes a calendar file that displays a schedule of time specific 
events associated with the treatment pathway, said calendar file adapted to be modified by 
the patient using the input device of the patient terminal device. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 13, further including the step of providing an 
electronically displayable duplicate account file containing input fields for receiving account 
information relating to an authorized user to create a duplicate account for permitting the 
authorized user to access and modify the patient's treatment pathway. 

19. (Currently amended) An information storage media, comprising: 
instructions for generating, based on the medical event of the patient, at least one 
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pre-event set of electronically displayable files containing health information for preparing 
and educating the patient for the medical event, and at least one post-event set of 
electronically displayable tiles containing health information for preparing and educating the 
patient for post-event recovery; 

instructions for displaying a single electronically displayable file including a 
treatment pathway timeline display comprising a plurality of time-sequenced phase images 
corresponding to time-sequenced phases of health information to illustrate the treatment 
pathway, each of said time-sequenced phase images providing access to at least-one-of-a pre- J 
event set of electronically displayable files containing health information lor preparing and 
educating the patient for the medical event and a post-event set of electronically dispJayable 
files containing health information for preparing and educating the patient for post-event 
recovery so as to guide the patient along the treatment pathway; and 

instructions for generating and displaying an access file for permitting the patient to 
view the treatment pathway timeline display and access the health information of a particular 
time-sequenced phase by interacting with the corresponding time-sequenced phase image; 

horr^ f p ^ft flf; fleas t one pre-event set of electronically displayable files containing 
health information for rj reiffl ring an d educating the patient for the medical event and (2) the 
alJpa ftt one post-event get ofcelec tronicallv displayable files are predet.ermined-SUCh.that the 
files are jH ftMyl, *9 fht " healthcare info rmation provider. system in. anticipation oi tb,^^ye jiL and. 
prior toJhe.e,v^i. and such that the files ai:ere.[ated_iQJt& -tQ.-OXoyjdcJ.he treatment pathway. 

20> (Original) The information storage media of claim 19, further including 
instructions providing an electronically displayable file containing a code inpuL field for 
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receiving a medical practitioner code and transmitting the code to the healthcare information 
provider system. 

21. (Original) The information storage media of claim 20, wherein at least one of 
the pre-event and post-event sets of files includes a lask file that instructs the patient to 
perform a predetermined task* 

22. (Original) The information storage media of claim 21, wherein the 
predetermined task includes at least three of reading a medical information file, taking 
medication, scheduling an appointment with a medical professional, purchasing a medical 
product, taking a medical quiz, and evaluating at least one of a medical practitioner and a 
medical service facility. 

23. (Previously presented) The information storage media of claim 20, wherein at 
least one of the pre-event and post-event sets of files includes a calendar file that displays a 
schedule of time specific events associated with the treatment pathway, said calendar file 
adapted to be modified by the patient using the input device of the patient terminal device, 

24. (Previously presented) The information storage media of claim 20, further 
including instructions for displaying an electronically displayablc duplicate account file 
containing input fields for receiving account information relating to an authorized user to 
create a duplicate account for permitting the authorized user to access and modify the 
patient's treatment pathway. 

25. (Currently amended) An electronic patient healthcare system for guiding a 
patient along a treatment pathway, related to a medical event, by educating and preparing the 
patient for the medical event and post-event recovery, comprising; 

a healthcare information provider system including a storage device and electronically 
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displayable files containing health information associated with the medical event and 
retrievably stored on said storage device, the storage device further including a registered 
patient database for storing information regarding patients being guided by the electronic 
patient healthcare system and a practitioner database for storing information regarding 
practitioner treating the patients being guided by the electronic patient healthcare system: 
and 

the healthcare information provider system being intcrfaceable with a patient device, 
the patient device providing an input device and a display device for interfacing with the 
patient, the healthcare information provider system providing electronically displayable files 
to the patient device; 

wherein said electronically displayable files include at l e ast one of a pre-cvent set of 
electronically displayable files and a post-event set of electronically displayable files; 

the pre-event set. of electronically displayable files containing health 
information for preparing and educating the patient for the medical event, and 

the post-event set of electronically displayable tiles containing health 
information for preparing and educating the patient for post-event recovery so as to guide the 
patient along the treatment pathway; and 

wherein at least one of the pre-cvent and post-event sets of Hies including a task file 
thai instructs the patient to perform a predetermined task relating to the treatment pathway; 
and 

both m the at least opeLJ)tt=fiYnr S* T ^rrnntaallv disnlavahlft files containing 
fafi^th informaliojnjfo^^^ educating the nati en t for the medical event and (2) the 

at least one post-ev^r sat nf ftlectronicallv disnlay^hle files are predetermined such that the 
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file s are stored in the healthcare inf oxmatiQ.a-PXO-Vicior_S n V Stcm in anticipation iff the e vent and 
OriOiltQ.tlie-ftveT't- and such that the files are relatect_SQ_.as fjCt ProvidC the treatment, pathway. 

26. (Previously presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the predetermined 
task including at least two of scheduling an appointment with a medical professional, 
purchasing a medical product, taking a medical quiz, and evaluating at least one of a medical 
practitioner and a medical service facility. 

27. (Previously presented) The system of claim 25, wherein said eJecti'onically 
displayablc files include a treatment pathway timeline display comprising a plurality of time- 
sequenced phase content corresponding to timc-scqucnccd phases of health information 
thereby illustrating the treatment pathway. 

28. (Previously presented) The system of claim 27, wherein each of a patient's 
time-sequenced phase content is adapted to be modified by a medical practitioner treating the 
patient being guided by the electronic patient healthcare system. 

29. (Previously presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the patient device is 
at least one of personal computer, a portable computer, a dumb terminal, a thin client, a 
hand-held device, and a wireless phone* 

30. (Currently amended) A system for displaying health information capable of 
guiding a patient along a treatment pathway, related to a medical event, by educating and 
preparing the patient for the medical event and posNevent recovery, comprising: 

a healthcare information provider system including a storage device and electronically 
displayablc files containing health information associated with the medical event and 
retrievably stored on said storage device; and 

the healthcare information provider system interfaceable with a patient terminal 
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device, the patient terminal device including an input device and a display device adapted to 
display said electronically displayable files; 

wherein said electronically displayable files include a single electronically 
displayable file including a treatment pathway timeline display comprising a plurality of 
timc-sequcaecd phase images corresponding to time-scquenced phases of health information, 
each of said timc-sequcnccd phase images providing access to at leaa ^one-ofc 

a pre-event set of electronically displayable files containing health information 
for preparing and educating the patient for the medical events and 

a post-event set of electronically displayable files containing health 
information for preparing and educating the patient for post-event recovery, 

so as to guide the patient along the treatment pathwa yuuid 

both (l)_thc_ar least one piis=CJEeflt&^ containing 
health informal,^ fftr preparing and cducatinn the naticnl for the medical event, and (21 the 
fl, liffrt tt ne m^-ftyftnt^ct of oJratronir.ally riisnlavahlc files arq predetermined such that the 
files are stored in the healthcare information provider ^LcjqJ.a.OTMcipatioTi of ths_cvent and. 
pdQJLtQ.the- ftvent r and such that the files are related so as to provide the treatment pathway. 

31, (Previously presented) The system of claim 30, wherein each of said plurality 
of lime-seqtienccd phase .images include at least one electronic link to one of the pre-event 
set of files and the post-event set of files, and the system provides for the patient accessing 
the health information of a particular time-seqnenced phase by interacting with the 
corresponding time-sequenced phase image. 

32. (Previously presented) The system of claim 3.1, wherein at least one of the 
pre-event and post-event sets of files includes a task file that instructs the patient to perform 
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a predetermined task. 

33. (Previously presented) The system of claim 30, wherein the healthcare 
information provider system is inLcrlaceable with a medical practitioner terminal device, the 
medical practitioner terminal device for interfacing with a medical practitioner; and 

the healthcare information provider system inputting inquiries from and outputting 
patient monitoring information to the medical practitioner terminal device, in response to the 
inquiries. 

34. (Previously presented) The system of claim 30> wherein the storage device 
includes: 

a patient database storing data about a patient accessing the healthcare information 

provider system; and 

a registered practitioner database storing data about at least one registered 
practitioner associated with the patient. 

35. (Previously presented) The system of claim 30, wherein the storage device 
includes: 

a calendar file that contains a schedule of time specific events associated with the 
treatment pathway, the calendar file adapted to be modified by the patient. 

36. (Previously presented) The system of claim 30, wherein the healthcare 
information provider system provides for the patient to access health information associated 
with a particular time-sequenced phase by interacting with a particular time-sequenced phase 
image through the patient terminal device. 

37. (Previously presented) The system of claim 36, wherein the healthcare 
information provider system provides for the time-sequenced phase images, associated with a 
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particular patient, to be modified by a registered practitioner, who is associated with the 
particular patient. 

38. (Previously presented) The system of claim 36, wherein the healthcare 
information provider system provides tor the time-sequenced phase images, associated with a 
particular patient, to be modified by a person who is associated with the particular patient. 

39. (Currently amended) A method for guiding a patient along a treatment 
pathway associated with a medical event by providing health information to educate and 
prepare the patient for the medical event and post-event recovery, comprising; 

generating, based on the medical event of the patient, at lca$t one pro-event set of 
electronically displayable files containing health information for preparing and educating the 
patient for the medical event, and at least one post-event set of electronically displayable 
files containing health information for preparing and educating the patient for post-event 
recovery; 

outputting, to a patient terminal device, a single electronically displayable file 
including a treatment pathway timeline display comprising a plurality of time-sequenced 
phase images corresponding to time-sequenced phases of health information to illustrate the 
treatment pathway, each of said time-sequenced phase images providing access to at loa s it 
one of a prc-event set of electronically displayable files containing health information lor 
preparing and educating the patient for the medical event and a post-event set of 
electronically displayable files containing health information for preparing and educating the 
patient for post-event, recovery so as to guide the patient along the treatment pathway; and 

providing for the patient to view the treatment pathway timeline display and access 
the health information of a particular time-sequenced phase by interacting with the 
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corresponding time-sequenced phase image ;_an.d. 

hnth ( h the at lea pt. pne pn^vent. set o f electronically displayable files cQ^^jft^g 
health infoiraauoiii^^ gyent and (?) the 

aL least one post-event set of electronically disolavable Hie s are predetermined .such that the 
files,aig stored in the healthcare infonqitf i yn Provider syste m in anti cipati.on_of the, event.arid 
prior to the event, and.such.t hat theJ51es-ace_related.so ap to provide the .treatment pathway, 

40. (Previously presented) The method of claim 39, further including providing 
the patient with a medical practitioner code designating the medical practitioner conducting 
the medical event; and 

the healthcare information provider system requiring input, from the patient, of the 
medical practitioner code. 

41 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 39, wherein at least one of the 
pre-event and post-event sets of files includes a task file that instructs the patient to perform 
a predetermined task. 

42. (Previously presented) The system of claim 8, wherein the medical event is 
one of an operation, treatment, testing, pregnancy and birth of a baby. 

43. (Previously presented) The system of claim I, wherein the medical event is 
one of an operation, treatment, testing, pregnancy and birth of a baby. 

44. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1, wherein said electronically 
displayable files include a treatment pathway timeline display comprising a plurality of time- 
sequenced phase content, corresponding Lo timc-sequcuced phases of health information 
thereby providing the treatment pathway. 

45. (Previously presented) The system of claim 44, wherein the plurality of 
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time- sequenced phase content includes at least one of text representation rind graphical 
representation, 

46. (Previously presented) The system of claim 2, wherein the time-sequenced 
phase images include at least one of text representation and graphical representation. 

47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 14, further including providing 
general content to a further user who does not utilize a code. 

48. (Previously presented) The method of claim 47, wherein the general content 
includes at least one of a physicians directory, a graphical diagnostic, and product links. 
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